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functions and establishing new contacts with other places. And
further, if we also envisage that the towns of the future will be
built according to the needs of future generations and that their
structure will combine compactness and openness, is it then at
all necessary to think in terms of " satellites " and to plan accord-
ingly ? In spite of the fact that satellites are mostly situated
nearer to the open country, or even in direct contact with it,
and in spite of better air and some breezy winds, it is hardly
possible to find breeziness in their way of life. Satellites of all
types came into being in opposition to the big city as dependent
accretions, and not so much as new elements with a life of their
own. However, living in opposition to something else, deliber-
ately renouncing an independent existence, is not stimulating.
One of the main instruments of national planning is the diver-
sification of industry. Let us imagine that this process goes on
successfully so that every community and every region can be
based on a sound and diversified structure ; what is the use then
of planning for " subordination " ? The true meaning of this
changed structure of settlement is the co-ordination of com-
munities striving for self-realisation within a carefully graded
system of functional inter-relationship.
If we admit this principle we should also admit that it is
better to rebuild our cities so efficiently that they can house
their population and their industry in the best possible way.
There will be no need for ** satellites " in the old sense, because
there will be no lack of spaciousness. Systematic decentralisation
and dispersal will create a balanced structure of settlement and
reduce the influence of the central city. We may go even so
far as to assume that the size of the big cities will decrease, if
for no other reason than because their lay-out will be rational
and 'the number of their inhabitants will drop as the outcome
of the redistribution of population and industry as well as of the
approaching standstill and later decrease in population. Con-
sequently, in the National Plan there should be no pkce for the
old type of satellites; and no plans for " city states " surrounded
by their own "colonies" should be allowed. The struggle
between the "haves" and the "have-nots" should not be
transferred to the level of urban empires. If it is anywhere
justified to demand planning from the top it is in such cases.
The regional plan must decide size, rank, functions of the
individual communities, as well as the distances between them.
The conception of satellites of all kinds, including those buoyed
up with vain hopes of their " independence ", belongs to the
past. They are make-beliefs and stopgaps of the age of Msserfaire.
L. Mumford summarises these problems in his Culteere of
Cities in thfe following words: